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ALSAGER  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

. jr  : ■ J ^ 

MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR,  1937  «r 

\ 

\,  V 

To  The  Chairman  and  Membersof  the  Alsager  Urban  District  Council 
Gentlemen : 

I beg  to  present  my  ANNUAL  REPORT  for  1937: 


A.  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area 

Registrar  General* s latest  Estimate  of  the  Resident 
population 

(Estimate  mid-year  1937  - not  yet  available) 

Census  (1931) 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses  (end  of  1937)  according  to 
Rate  Book. 

Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  Rate 


2241  Acres. 
3005 

2852 

925 

£16,783. 

£65. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  AND  OCCUPATIONS  OF  THE  INHABITANTS. 

There  are  no  industries  of  any  importance  carried  on  within 
the  area  which  is  chiefly  agricultural.  Occupations  include  workers 
in  potteries,  farmers,  railway  workers  and  miners,  and  it  is  a 
residential  district  for  the  Potteries  and  Crewe. 

The  houses  are  scattered.  There  are  no  slum  areas  or  clearance 
areas.  Under  the  Housing  Act  1936,  the  survey  taken  has  revealed  that 
overcrowding  is  non-existant . 

EXTENT  OF  UNEMPLOYED. 

The  Labour  Exchange  figures  for  unemployment  in  the  Alsager  Area 
is  (for  the  week  ending  17.1.38)  as  follows:- 


Age (16-65) 

Wholly  Unemployed. 

Temporarily  Suspended 

Men 

34 

6 

Women 

2 

8 

VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 

Live  Births. 

Total . 

Mi 

F. 

Legitimate 

27 

14 

13 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 
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Birth  Rates  9.8  per  1000  inhabitants. 

STILL  BIRTHS  Total  M.  F. 

Transferable  deaths  from  outside 

the  area.  Returns  to  date  4 22 

Within  the  Area  33  13.  20. 

Total  Deaths.  57 

Death  Rate  10.2  per  1000  inhabitants. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  1. 

Other  puerperal  causes  0. 

Death  of  infants  under  1 year.  1. 

Deaths  from  Measles,  Whooping  Cough) 
or  Infantile  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)0. 

There  have  been  no  causes  of  sickness  or  invalidity  which  have  been 
specially  noteworthy  in  the  area  during  the  year  nor  any  conditions 
of  occupations  or  environment  which  appear  to  have  had  a prejudicial 
effect  on  health. 


ACES  AT  DEATH 

Under  1 year  1 (3  months) 


1 - 

20 

1 

20  - 

30 

2 

30  - 

40 

2 

40  - 

50 

0 

50  - 

60 

2 

60  - 

70 

7 

70  - 

80 

11 

Over 

80 

10 

Over 

90 

1 

TOTAL  57  (Thirty  seven) 
CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Heart  Disease  10 
Senility  8 
Lung  Disease  2 
Kidney  Disease  2 
Cerebral  Haemorrhage  2 
Pneumonia  2 
Cancer  4 
Cerebral  Tumour  1 
Puerperal  Causes  1 
Erysipalas  1 
Suicide  1 
Congenital  Syphitis  1 
Accident  1 
Urethral  Stricture  1 


TOTAL  37 


B.  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICE  FOR  THE  AREA 


1.  Public  Health  Officers  for  the  Authority. 
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1.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

2.  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector 

(combined  office.) 

These  are  both  part  time  Officers  and  have  held  office  for  16  and 
30  years  respectively. 

There  is  a part  time  temporary  District  Medical  Officer  (Public 
Assistance . ) 

There  is  no  Public  Vaccinator  resident  in  the  Area. 

2 . (a ) LABORATORY  FACILITIES . 

The  usual  arrangements  are  in  force.  The  Pathological  Department 
of  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Chester,  is  available  for  all  forms  of 
bacteriological  examinations. 

(b)  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 

There  is  no  Ambulance  kept  in  the  District  but  a motor 
Ambulance  can  be  obtained  without  delay  from  neighbouring  Authorities 
such  as  the  Urban  District  of  Sandbach,  the  Boroughs  of  Crewe  or 
Newcastle  or  the  City  of  Stoke  on  Trent. 

(c)  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  arrangements  in  the  Area  for 
general  nursing.  The  salary  of  the  part  time  District  Nurse  is 
maintained  by  Public  Subscriptions  to  the  Alsager  Sick  Nursing  Fund, 
which  is  affiliated  with  the  County  Association  and  is  administered  by 
a Committee  of  your  Council. 

There  are  no  arrangements  for  nursing  infectious  diseases  and 
none  are  required  as  the  patients  are  removed  to  Congleton  Isolation 

Hospital. 

(d)  CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES . 

These  are  as  mentioned  in  previous  reports. 

The  Infant  Welfare  Centre,  held  at  Alsager  every  two  weeks  has 
been  well  attended  and  has  proved  a useful  addition  to  the  Health 
services  of  the  Area. 

(e)  HO Sr ITAL  PUBLIC  AND  VOLUNTARY. 

Subsidised  by  the  Sanitary  Authority  or  by  the  County  Council 
1 . FEVER  The  West  Heath  Sanatorium,  near  Congleton,  accommodation 
for  infectious  diseases  is  sufficient,  and  arrangements  quite 
satisfactory. 
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2.  Small  Fox.  The  Infirmary,  Arclid. 

5.  Tuberculosis.  The  Cheshire  Joint  Sanatorium,  near  Market  Drayton 
The  Convalescent  Colony  At  Wrenbury  Hall. 

4.  An  Orthopaedic  Centre,  is  held  at  the  Old  Railway  Hospital  Crewe, 
every  Monday  to  deal  with  these  cases,  at  which  an  Orthopaedic 
Specialist  attends  at  Intervals. 

He  will  arrange  for  special  hospital  treatment  when  necessary. 
This  is  provided  by  the  County  Council. 

Hospital  Treatment  at  the  North  Staffs  Royal  Infirmary  is  also 
available . 

5.  Mental  Disease.  The  County  Mental  Hospital  at  Macclesfield. 

6.  There  is  no  Maternity  Hospital  for  the  District.  Cases  of 
Puerperal  Fever  are  received  by  the  North  Staffs  Royal  Infirmary 
and  provision  for  Specialist  and  Hospital  Service  is  made  for  them 
under  the  County  Council  Scheme.  Provision  may  also  be  made  by  the 
County  Council  for  certain  Maternity  cases  to  be  received  into 

the  Linden  Grange,  Maternity  Home,  Crewe. 

7.  The  North  Staffs  Royal  Inf irmary. provides  all  other  forms  of  hos- 
pital treatments  and  is  subscribed  to  by  voluntary  contributions  from 
the  District. 

Midwifery  Services.  A Maternity  Nurse  has  been  appointed  by  the 
County  Council  to  provide  domiciliary  services  in  the  District,  in 
pursuance  of  the  Midwives  Act.  1936. 

She  commenced  her  duties  during  the  year,  and  is  residing  within 

the  District. 

C.  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

WATER . The  supply  of  water  from  the  Council’s  pumping  station  in 
Audley  Road  has  been  satisfactory  and  the  quantity  pumped  shows  no 
sign  of  diminution  and  to  all  appearances  conditions  have  remained  as 
in  previous  years.  No  bacteriological  examinations  of  the  water  were 
made  during  the  year.  The  quantity  appears  to  be  standardised. 

Both  water  filtration  and  softening  plants  have  been  working 
satisfactorily  and  water  is  being  supplied  to  consumers  for  all 
purposes  softened  to  9.10  degrees  of  hardness. 
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The  Reservoir  at  the  Hill  has  been  cleaned  out  during  the  year. 

WATER  MAINS . The  following  premises  were  authorities  to  be  connected 

by  meter  to  the  Water  supply  during  the  year:- 

The  Railway  Inn, 

Brookhouse  Farm, 

Heath  End  Farm, 

Greenhouses  off  Lawton  Road. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE.  No  important  extension  of  sewerage  was  made 
Surface  water  drainage  has  been  improved  in  Audley  Road  and  at  the 
Hassall  - Crewe  Road  Junction. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS.  Generally  satisfactory  conditions  have 
prevailed  at  these  works,  the  sewage  has  been  adequately  dealt  with  and 
the  effluent  appears  to  have  been  maintained  at  a satisfactory  standard. 

The  County  Sanitary  Officer  has  made  frequent  visits  of 
inspection  and  has  made  no  complaints.  From  a sample  of  the  effluent 
taken  by  him  the  County  Analyst  Reports:  "A  good  effluent”. 

The  irrigation  area  set  apart  for  the  treatment  of  storm  water  up 
to  6 times  D.W.F.  has  again  proved  adequate  and  sufficient. 

Surplus  sludge  water  is  still  being  treated  effectively  upon 
the  area  set  aside  for  this  purpose  and  it  has  not  been  found  necessary 
to  complete  the  underdrainage  of  the  remaining  portions  of  the  new 
sludge  beds.  This  will  be  done  as  soon  as  the  necessity  arises. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS.  Frequent  inspections  of  the  streams  were  made. 

No  pullution  has  been  apparent.  The  water  is  at  time  discoloured 
owing  to  Colliery  Wash  Water  which  is  allowed  to  be  discharged  before 
the  stream  enters  this  District. 

In  practically  all  cases,  local  farmers  do  not  allow  their  cattle 
access  to  the  stream  water. 

CLOSETACCOhMODATION ♦ One  conversion  of  a privy  to  the  water 
carriage  system  has  taken  place.  All  the  remaining  privies  estimated 
at  55  are  included  in  the  Contractors  list  of  premises  to  be  emptied 
periodically. 

There  is  a reduction  of  3 upon  the  previous  year  made  up  of  1 
privy  converted  (above;  and  2 privies  connected  to  the  Water  Carriage 
system  but  dealt  with  by  private  septic  tanks  and  not  connected  to  the 
Council’s  sewers. 

The  number  of  houses  on  the  water  carriage  system  is  approximately 
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857  including  48  not  connected  to  the  Public  Sewers  but  having  their 
own  private  septic  tanks  which  are  attended  to  by  the  Contractor  when 
required . 

THE  R tUSE  DUMP.  During  the  year,  your  Council  included  a clause  in 
the  Contracts  for  the  removal  of  ashes,  that  the  Contractor  should 
be  responsible  for  the  deposit  of  the  refuse  down  the  face  of  the 
dump,  instead  of  tipping  same  upon  the  surface  as  in  previous  years. 
This  has  been  a great  improvement  and  except  during  severe  winds,  few- 
loose  papers  etc.  are  now  blown  beyond  the  tip. 

Regular  attention,  and  the  covering  of  the  top  layer  has  been 
carried  out. 

CRICKETS . were  again  quite  numerous  and  were  dealt  with  by  frequent 
spraying  with  cresote  and  paraffin  oil.  This  was  effective  but  did  not 
eradicate  the  pest.'  The  crickets  were,  however,  confined  to  the 
dump  and  no  complaints  were  received  of  their  presence  in  any  houses. 
FARMS  AND  DAIRIES.  Improvements  have  been  carried  out  at  Town  End  Farm 
and  the  floors  and  channels  have  been  concreted  and  window  space  added. 
Drainage  has  been  taken  to  a septic  tank.  Water  has  been  connected  to 
the  shippons  at  Heath  End  Farm  and  the  Farmhouse  at  Brookhouse  Farm. 

Cleanliness  is  very  noticeable  in  most  of  the  Farms  and  there  has 
been  no  fault  to  find  with  either  milk  production  or  distribution. 
SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


(a)  Number  of  Inspections  made  during  the  year  606 

(b)  The  number  of  notices  served  during  the  year  146 

Statutory  Notices 

Informal  (dwellinghouses)  45 

General  (principally  nuisances)  101 

(c)  The  result  of  the  service  of  such  notices: 

Statutory  Notices  0 

Informal  (dwellinghouses) 


The  one  brought  forward  from  last  year  was  put  in  order  and  all 
other  notices  were  complied  with  except  5 which  are  carried  forward. 
GENERAL  NUISANCES.  All  complied  with. 

SCHOOLS . The  sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  is  adequate  and 
satisfactory. 

Disinfection  by  means  of  hand  spraying  with  formalin  vapouriser  has 
been  carried  out. 

B.  HOUSING. 


Number  of  new  houses  serected  during  the  year. 
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TOTAL  3 


1. 

By  the  Local  Authority 

0. 

2. 

By  other  Authorities 

0. 

3. 

By  other  bodies  or  persons 

3. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

(1) 

INSPECTION  OF  DWELLINGHOUSES 

DURING  THE 

la.  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  housing  defects 
(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts).  61. 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose.  135. 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under  sub-head  1 above) 
which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations  1925  - 18. 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose.  18. 

3.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation.  0. 

4.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 
the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably- 
fit  for  human  habitation.  0. 

2.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF  FORMAL 
NOTICES: 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers.  57. 

3.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  P0~  SRS  DURING  THE  YEAR: 

(a)  Proceedings  under  the  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act, 
19  36. 

(b)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts.  0. 

(c)  Proceedings  under  the  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act 

1936.  0. 

(d)  Proceedings  under  the  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act  1936.  0 

4.  HOUSING  ACT  1936  Part  IV  OVERCROWDING. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 

year.  0. 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein.  0. 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein.  0. 

(b)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  casesO. 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwellinghouses  have  again 
become  overcrowded  after  the  local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for 
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the  abatement  of  overcrowding.  None. 

(c)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding  conditions 
upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable 
to  report.  None. 

E.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  is  distributed  in  the  District  under  the  various  designations 

1.  Accredited  Milk  (produced  in  the  District). 

2.  Tuberculin  tested  milk  (certified). 

3.  Pasteurised  Milk. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Inspections  have  been  made  regularly  of  slaughter  houses,  shops 
and  places  where  food  is  prepared  and  sole. 

No  action  was  necessary  except  in  the  case  of  the  offal  from 
one  animal  which  was  condemned  and  burnt  in  the  incinerator. 

There  are  six  licensed  slaughterers  in  the  District. 

ADULTERATION . No  action  was  necessary. 

CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  FOOD. 


This  may  be  carried  out  at  the  Laboratory  of  the  Royal 
Infirmary,  Chester. 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED . 


Cattle . 

Cows . 

Calves . 

Sheep 
& Lambs . 

Pigs . 

Number  killed 

218 

rin 

42 

1060 

225 

(approximately) 
Number  inspected 

100 

20 

500 

100 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY. 

hole  carcases  condemned. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  of  or 
organ  was  condemned  1. 

F.  PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INSPECTIONS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Apart  from  the  widespread  epidemic  of  Influenza  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  there  was  no  epidemic  of  infectious  disease 
in  the  District . 

There  were  13  cases  of  notifiable  Diseases  (including  Tuberculosis) 
as  follows: 

Tuberculosis  (pulmonary)  1. 
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Tuberculosis  Pulmonary  (continued) 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Puerperal  Fever 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Pneumonia 


1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Ophthalmic  Neonatorium  1 


Erysipalas 


2 


TOTAL: 


13 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Pulmonary  - The  one  new  case  notified,  failed  to  he  confirmed. 
Non-Pulmonary  - 2 cases  were  transferred  from  the  City  of  Stoke-on- 
Trent  (already  notified  there). 

REMOVALS  OF  INFECTIOUS  CASES  TO  CONGLETON  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL 
DURING  THE  YEAR 


Two  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  treated  in  effective  isolation  at 
home . 

Hospital  accommodation  is  sufficient  but  notification  was  received 
on  29th  December  1937  that  the  scarlet  fever  wards  at  West  Heath, 
Congleton,  were  full  and  that  further  cases  would  be  taken  in  at 
Macclesfield  or  Davenham  Hospital. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year. 

THE  PREVALENCE  OF  CANCER  IS  NOT  ABNORMAL. 

There  were  four  deaths  from  it,  which  is  the  average  rate. 
DISINFECTION  OF  PREMISES,  which  have  been  exposed  to  infection 
is  carried  out  by  the  local  Authority.  Bedding  clothing  etc.  are 
removed  to  the  West  Heath  Sanatorium  for  disinfection. 

A motor  ambulance  is  provided  from  there  for  the  Conveyance 
of  Patients  to  and  from  the  Sanatorium. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Section  65  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  1925  or  under  Section  175  of  the  Public  Health  Act 
1936  for  the  prevention  of  blindness. 

No  action  was  taken  under  thePublic  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1925  or  under  Section  62  of  the 
Public  Health  Act  1925  or  section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 


3 

1 


1936. 


- 


. { - 




. 

, :i 

r . 

. 

. 


. ~ . ' v si  ifoLJ  . 

. 

. 

. 

. 


The  undermentioned 

-10- 

TUBERCULOSIS 

specimens  of  sputum  were  examined  during  the 

year  at  the  County  Laboratory,  with  the  result: 


Positive 

Negative  Total 

0 

6 6 

1st  February  1938 

I am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

HENRY  P.  HARPUR.  M.D . 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

. ;i  tl  i 


APPENDIX  TO  REPORT 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (exclusive  of  Tuberculosis)  DURING  THE  YEAR 

1937. 

Total  Cases  Cases  admitted  Total 

Disease  Notified.  to  Hospital.  Deaths. 


Smallpox 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 
Puerperal  Fever 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Pneumonia 
Erysipalas 

Ophthalmic  Neonatorum 
TOTAL : 


0 0 

5 3 

1 1 

0 0 

1 0 

1 0 

1 0 

2 0 

1 0 

12  4 


These  cases  are  exclusive  of  Tuberculosis. 


ANALYSIS  OF  TOTAL  CASES  UNDER  AGE  GROUPS. 


Age  under  1 year 
1-2 
2-3 

4- 5 

5- 10 


1 

1 

2 

0 

1 


10  - 15 
15  - 20 
20  - 35 
35  - 45 
45  - 65 


2 

1 

2 

1 

1 


0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 


TOTAL: 


12 
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MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
ALSAGER  U.D.  COUNCIL. 
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DATED  1st  FEBRUARY,  1938 


